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600 S.E. Bay Blvd. 
Newport, OR 97365 
Phone 541-265-7758 
Fax 541-265-4235 
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Rob Halverson 541-265-5630 
Ginny Goblirsch 541-765-2193 
Dean Fleck 541-265-9275 
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Kevin Bryant, Commercial 
Marina Harbormaster 
541-270-5557 
Chris Urbach, South Beach 
Marina Harbormaster 
541-270-5558 
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Betty Ballhorn, Marina Office 
Manager 
Phone 541-867-3321 
Fax 541-867-3352 
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Ron Smith, 
Terminal Manager 
Phone 541-265-9651 
Fax 541-574-1053 
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Regular Meeting, June 24, 6:00 p.m. 
The meeting will be held in the  
Port Conference Room. 
 
www.portofnewport.com

International Terminal Project Update  
Port Declares State of Emergency 

      The Port of Newport Board of Commissioners has declared 
a state of emergency as it relates to the failing condition of the 
SS Pasley, to include the potential for loss of life and 
environmental and navigational hazards, and staff was directed 
to take the necessary action, including notices to local, county, 
state, federal, and regulatory agencies.  The action was 
prompted by the fact that the stern section is cracked and 
pushing away from the ship, wanting to roll.  The ship is 
currently attached to the beach by cables but with changes in 
the tides causing constant movement, it is unknown how long 
the cables will hold.  A crack across the hull previously 
recorded at 7-degrees is now 13-degrees, which means the 
stern has rolled approximately 8-10 inches.  Port staff has 
been taking soundings and monitoring the hull’s movement, 
and a professional surveyor has been retained to take weekly 
measurements and provide data on the ongoing structural 
movement and cracking of the hull.  Most of the oil has been 
pumped from the hull but some residual oil sludge remains.  
The commission asked staff to take action as soon as possible 
to warn the public away from the ship.  Federal and State 
regulatory agencies are aware of the urgency that was the 
cause of the Terminal Renovation Project, but the rapidly 
failing condition of the Pasley increases the magnitude of the 
situation.  The commissioners felt they had a duty to act 
because they promised the public when the bond measure was 
passed that they would act prudently to address a pending 
environmental problem.  The Port is prepared to cooperate 
with any requirements by the agencies, such as boom 
deployment and an emergency action plan, in declaring an 
emergency.  The engineers’ final alternative design for the 
terminal will take about 60 days to finish; materials for 
construction of the bulkhead wall would probably arrive in 
about 90 days; and the permitting process could take as long 
as six months.  The Port will work with the regulatory agencies 
to see if the permitting process can be expedited to meet the 
upcoming in-water work window, which starts in November. 
   The apparent low bidder on the uplands development phase 
of the Terminal Renovation Project is Road & Driveway, of 
Newport, OR.  Construction is expected to get underway on 
that part of the project by mid-June. 

 
SS Pasley Hull, May 14, 2008 (photo by Pete Dale) 
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06/09—Cruise “Conversation with the 
Community”, 7:00 p.m., Performing Arts 
Center 
5:00 p.m., Port Conference Room 
06/11—Fishermen’s Forum, 8:30-9:30 
a.m., Port Office 
06/14—Flag Day 
06/15—Father’s Day 
06/18—Full Moon 
06/18-20, PNWA Mid-Year Meeting, Inn 
at Otter Crest 
06/20—First Day of Summer 
06/24—Regular Port Commission Meeting, 
6:00 p.m. Port Conference Room 
06/28—Seafest, Hatfield Marine Science 
Center 

Jim Durkee, north side operations, installed a tile in the        
Fishermen’s Memorial Walk recently for Newport 
fisherman Charles Witt, F/V Kathy Queen.  The Port was 
notified by Witt’s sister that he had been lost at sea in 
1963.  (Photo by Jim Durkee) 
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     The offshore whiting season is underway, although the California fishery is closed already 
because the quota has been caught.  The shore-based whiting season is scheduled to open on 
June 15. 
     Foulweather Trawl has been working on shrimp nets and repairing whiting nets. 
     Joe Lamb, of J. Lamb Marine Electric, has been making repairs to boats at the local shipyards. 
     Northern Refrigeration took a brief break while Brad Putman was working at a fish plant on an 
Alaskan island, but he is back and will be working with the local fleet now.   
     There had been 87 boats at the terminal dock as of May 29. 
          

 
 

      
 The west entrance to the terminal 
is in bad shape.  The roadway is 
sliding and is no longer safe 
enough for vehicle traffic.  Extra 
traffic from sightseers doesn’t help, 
with the contractor’s equipment on 
site and the lot full of fishing gear.  
At the regular commission meeting 
on May 20, General Manager Don 
Mann recommended closing the 
road indefinitely because of safety, 
security, and liability concerns.  
The Port will work with lessees at 
the terminal in planning the next 
steps to be taken.            
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01/15—Commission Work  
 
 
 
  

The North Side 
     The tall ships Lady Washington and Hawaiian Chieftain arrived in port a day late but had a good stay 
and attracted a lot of attention, as always.  The Columbus replica ship Nina had to cancel her visit due to 
bad weather out of San Francisco.   
     The Port of Newport budget committee met on May 1 and approved the Port’s proposed budget for FY 
2008-2009 and recommended the budget to the Port’s board of commissioners for adoption.  The 
committee met again briefly on May 20 to consider and approve an amendment to the budget.  
      The amount of crab being brought across the hoist dock at Port Dock 7 is dropping off and pots are 
coming in. 
     A meeting will be scheduled in early June to finalize a scaled down design for the proposed Fisheries 
Center building and discuss the tenant mix.   
     The Port of Newport received a request for additional information regarding one of the proposed sites 
for the NOAA Home Port project.          

 
The South Side 
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Cruise Ship Development Update   

     Representatives from the Port of Newport, 
Newport Chamber of Commerce, and Newport 
City Council went to Astoria on Friday, May 16, 
to observe how Astoria’s corps of community 
volunteers handles the arrival of a cruise vessel.  
Holland Cruise Line’s Volendam (passenger 
capacity 1,432) docked that day, and the 
Newport observers were impressed by the 
reception extended to the passengers.  This is 
the sixth year that Astoria has been a stop for 
cruise vessels, and the 120 volunteers (who do 
not turn out all at the same time) are 
enthusiastic and    knowledgeable.   
     The Newport delegation also toured the 
Seafood Consumers Center in Astoria, which is 
a top draw for shore excursions from the cruise 
vessels.   
     The Port of Newport will host a Cruise 
“Conversation with the Community” at the 
Performing Arts Center on June 9 at 7:00 p.m. 
The public is encouraged to attend. 

 
 

 
Former President Bill Clinton visited the South 
Beach Marina on May 12 to campaign for his 
wife, Hillary Clinton, who is seeking the 
Democratic presidential nomination.   

(Photo by Pete Dale) 

     The first halibut opener was a bit on the quiet side 
and  the wind picked up on Saturday, closing the bar, but 
business at the RV Park has been brisk since then and 
there is a lot of good fishing out there.  Marina office staff 
has calculated that 66.75% of the RV Park occupancy is 
due to return guests, so they are obviously happy 
campers. 
     The South Beach maintenance crew ordered 25 new 
electrical pedestals to replace the old ones on G-Dock. 
     KPFF Consulting Engineers will develop a project 
drawing for the installation of a new sewage pump-out 
facility.  The Port won an $87,300 grant from the Oregon 
State Marine Board to fund the project.  Construction 
should start in early 2009.  
     The South Beach Marina & RV Park registration office 
is now operating on summer hours: 8:00 a.m.-7:00 p.m. 

The newly refurbished South Beach Fuel 
Dock offers ethanol-free fuel, which is 
considered better for use in boats than 
blended gasoline. 
              (Photo by Pete Dale) 
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Tall Ship Lady Washington under       
the Yaquina Bay Bridge, May 2008. 
(Photo courtesy of MaryLou Moore) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  
 

    For more information on the PNWA mid-year meeting, call Port of Newport General 
Manager and current PNWA president, Don Mann, at 541-265-7758 or visit PNWA’s website 
at www.pnwa.org.       
          

      
     The 2008 Pacific Northwest Waterways Association 
(PNWA) mid-year meeting will be held June 18-20 at 
the Inn at Otter Crest, north of Newport.  The program 
will focus on the nation’s uncertain economic times, the 
upcoming election, and the constantly evolving 
navigation, energy, trade, and environmental issues.   
     Featured topics will include coastal fisheries, harvest 
levels, dead zones, wave energy, the Oregon Marine 
Sanctuary proposal, and how ports can be a catalyst for 
tourism.  The mid-year meeting will be an opportunity 
for ports to exchange ideas, perspectives, and insights, 
as the industry moves forward together, so as an 
incentive to attend, Oregon coastal ports are being 
offered a reduced registration fee of $150, which is 
$200 less than the PNWA member rate. 


